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One monotonous day follows another
identically monotonous. The same things
will happen to us again and again

the same moments come & go

A month passes by, brings another month
Easy to guess what lies ahead:

all of yesterday’s boredom.

And tomorrow ends up no longer like tomorrow.

(C.P. Cavafy, Collected Poems. Translated by Ed-
mund Keeley and Philip Sherrard, Princeton Univer-
sity Press, $31.50, P. 45.)
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He laid flowers on his cheap coffin
lovely white flowers, very much in keeping
with his beauty, his twenty two years.
when he went to the cafe that evening
he happened to have some vital
business there-
to that same cafe where they used to go together
it was a knife in his heart
that dead cafe where they used to go together
(P.313)
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On pillow after pillow lies

The wild white hair and staring eyes
Jaws stand open; necks are stretched
With every tendon sharply stretched
A bearded mouth talks silently

To someone no one else can see

Sixty years ago they smiled

At lover, husband, first born child.
Smiles are for youth. For old age come

Death’s terror and delirium.
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