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An abrupt, unexpected movement; his hand
clutched the wound to stop the blood
although we had not heard a shot

nor a bullet flying. After a while

he lowered his hand and smiled

but again he moved his palm slowly

to the same sport; he took out his wallet
he paid the waiter politely and went out.
Then the little coffee cup cracked

This at least we heard clearly.
(Testimonies A. 1963, Audible & Inaudible.
Selected Poems, Yannis Ritsos,

Penguin, P. 51.)
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