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I peer into the cell, but I am blinded
by its darkness. The jail officials open
the door and I step inside my father’s
death cell. It is damp and fetid. No
sunlight has ever penetrated its thick
cement walls. The bed covers more
than half of the tiny cell, and is bolted
to the ground with thick iron chains.
For the first twenty four hours my fa-
ther was in the cell, he was chained
to the bed. His ankles still bear the
scars. Beside the bed is an open hole,
the only lavantory facility provided
for condemned prisoners. The stench

is nauseating. “Papa!” (P. 118).
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