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Peasant wives are pounding
Linen on stones by a stream
And a doctor’s silk hat dances
On top of a hedge as he hurries
Along a sunken lane
(P. 304, Collected Longer Poems—Faber)
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My mortal body
Has sinned on sofas; assigning to each
Points of pleasure, I have pencilled on envelopes
Lists of my loves
(P. 321)
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Tell me, drouth, tell me, burnt earth,

earth of ground nones, tell me agonized moon:
is there no water

is there only blood, only dust, only

naked footsteps on the thorns.
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