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“When at night [ wait for her to come

Life, it seems, hangs by a single strand.

What are glory, youth, freedom, in comparison
With the dear welcome guest, a flute in hand?
She enters now.Pushing her veil aside,

She stares through me with her attentiveness.
I question her: ‘And were You Dante’s guide,

I}

Dictating the Inferno? She answers: ‘Yes

ol Yuri Annenkov-6)a3 @dRo:

“When in the night hour I wait her coming

It seems to me my life hangs by a thread

Youth, honours, liberty all shrink to nothing
When my dear visitor pipes by my bed.

Look, here she comes, Her veil she raises, turning
To view me with a shrewd appraising eye

‘Pray, was it you dictated the Inferno

To Dante?” And she answers:

3%

‘Tt was I
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“I advised the consignment of all that she had writ-
ten in this falsely English vein, to the waste paper
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Temple bells! deep temple bells!

Whose urgent voices wreck the sky!

In your importance music dwells

Man'’s sad and immemorial cry

That cleaves the dawn with wings of praise
That cleaves the dark with wings of prayer
Craves pity for our moral ways

Seeks solace for our life’s despair

And peace for suffering hearts that die”
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