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The river stopped at the suspended
footbridge and pointed out to me the
house across the river. I paid him the
quarter fare for the ride from the sta-
tion two miles away and stepped from
the car. After he had gone I was alone
with the chill night and the star-pointed
lights twinkling in the valley and the
broad green river flowing warm below
me. All around me the mountains rose
like black clouds in the night, and only
by looking straight heaven ward could
I see anything of the dim after glow of

sunset.
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fore she gave this signal, the man standing behind
me at the head of the queue contorting himself like
Houdini slipped first an elbow of the counter, then
a forearm, which almost at once supported a shoul-
der, followed quickly by his chest, until he had in-
terposed everything above his hips between me and
waiting girl”
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