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From the garden, high above
I watched the washer woman,
It was night

She washed, she splashed
she scrubbed,

for a moment her hands
glittered in the suds

then

disappeared in shadow.

Seen from above

in the light of her candle

she was the only living thing
in the night,

the only thing alive:

From time to time

the nocturnal

washer woman

lifts

her head

and stars blaze

in her hair

I couldn’t hear

couldn’t hear

the whisper

of the clothing in her hands.
My eyes

in the night

saw only her,

alone

a planer

washing in nocturnal winter silence,
washing, washing,

poor

washer woman
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