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Jack Schmitt

Macchu Picchu, did you put

stone upon stone and at the base, tatters?
Coal upon coal and at the bottom, tears?
Fire in gold and within it, the trembling
drop of red blood?

Bring me back the slave that you buried
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Give me silence; water, hope.

Give me struggle, iron, volcanoes
Cling to my body like magnets.
Hasten to my veins and to my mouth

Speak through my words and my blood.
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There’s no one, Listen, Listen to the tree
listen to the Araucanian tree.

There’s no one. Behold the stones
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I see a rose beside the
water, a little cup

of red eyelids

sustained aloft by an
ethereal sound:

a green-leaved light
touches the headsprings
and transfigures the forest
with solitary beings

with transparent feet,
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Mr. Truman arrives in the Island
of Peurto Rico the blue water
of our pure seas washes
his bloody fingers
(pp- 195)
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The book ends here. It was born

of fury like a live coal like territories
of burned forests, and I hope

that it continues like a red tree

propagating its transparent burn
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