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Business as (un) usual

—Gokul Gopalakrishnan

The daily political newspaper cartoon is a dualistic cultural artifact.
The duaiity arises from the constant tension between its ephemer—
ality and continuity. Drawn as an immediate reaction to the day’s
news, it is transient and often overtaken by the hurried pace of the
digital news cycle. However, it is also a continuing conversation be-
tween the cartoonist and the reader, cemented by repetition, famil-
iarity and habit. Every political cartoonist who succeeds in grasping
this idea of duality ends up celebrating and integrating it into their
daiiy practice. To Unny, an ardent physics watcher, it must have
come rather naturally.

Given the liminal nature of the art form, this attempt by
Sayahna to publish an annual digital digests of Unny’s cartoons
of 2020, 2021 and 2022 appear a tad contrarian to the Einsteinian
notion of time. But for all its purposes, it remains a mcaningful ex-
ercise. With the world limping back to (a new) normal, the year
under review has been a critical one in human history. The hope,
revival and triumph of the human spirit the year fostered was un-
fortunately also accompanied by uncertainty, misery, death and
economic destruction. But for all these multitude of challenges that
necessitated new ways of thinking and resolution, there were also

familiar stories of po]icy paralysis, state apathy7 divisive politics,
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widening economic disparity and undermining of constitutional
values

Unny’s cartoons reveal how strongman leaders across the globe
cleverly reduced elementary public health emergency responses like
vaccines distribution into an appalling exercise in personal PR, but-
tressing their claims of a ‘benevolent-strong leader’, while conve-
niently sweeping systemic inequalities under the proverbial carpet.
It faithfully and meticulously records electoral processes being un-
dermined, democratic institutions being compromised and bulldoz-
ers delivering ‘instant justice’. 'Then there is the curious case of
the migrant labourer, routinely invisible to the system, but mirac-
ulously conjured back into existence when houses need to be built
and streets cleaned.

Unny dissects these dichotomies, exploring economics, policy
making, international relations, governance, and real politic. In his
inimitable style, he chooses to have a dialogue with his readers racher
than adopting a loud, ‘declamatory’, ‘hard hitting’ style that many
have come to associate with political cartooning in recent times.
Unny reminds us that there is merit in maintaining a continuing
dialogue with the reader and in forming informed opinions, facili-
tated by the spatial and discursive continuity of the daily political
cartoon. ‘The year under review’ format associated with Sayahna’s
endeavor might not capture that unhurried pace of daily conversa-
tion, but it clcarly captures the essence of the time we left behind
but continue to exist in. It records the continuity and cyclicality of
events and themes that dominate the world around us. More impor-
tantly, by digitizing and cataloguing these daily interactions with
history, this digcst providcs a useful archive, not onl}7 to students
of comic art, but to those of politics, law, economics, history and
governance as well.

But above all dear reader, you'll find in this digest what car-
toons are essentially meant to do. The WHO directive compliant

and dutifully maskcd up newspapcer boy unmasking largcr—than—
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life leaders, fledgling insticutions, extremist political ideologies and

non-democratic agendas, one cartoon at a time.
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candidate.

14 Aug 2021

Not an anthem for

the neighbourhood.
A prayer for
Kabuiwala.

15 Aug 2021

16 Aug 2021
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17 Aug 2021

18 Aug 2021

19 Aug 2021

Having 40ne on and on about

a Virus o one has figuved out,

trust our expertise On the
unknown.

20 Aug 2021




63

Taliban might have
evolved —
not the
Taliban

21 Aug 2021

CIde)
ml\ Mandal + Kamandal
U\

0

B G
The 400d 0l formula witt
be vemixed in Raga Kalyan. | §

22 Aug 2021

Move than o
foveidn Oy
Ministry,
Election W
Commission
must Watch the

23 Aug 2021

24 Aug 2021
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after the epochal §
demonetisation.

25 Aug 2021

64

Lucky You. You can count
On stYong fYenemies.

26 Aug 2021

27 Aug 2021

India buitt
the Af&han
Pavtiament.

They could
have built

28 Aug 2021
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hear a humble
high priotity
itigant from “
Gujavat. 1|
Name: V.Rupani; J ob:CM.

29 Aug 2021

CMKhattay scoves :
selfie 408l 848inst kisan bhai.

30 Aug 2021

d A

31 Aug 2021

Look What
Taliban is

o1 Sep 2021




E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

The 400d old

;{e-(ovid
fimary
heatth:.

02 Sep 2021

66

Mine a

SCHooL Doubte
Income
Sinale Kid

A household.

0 @ jou‘(s ?

03 Sep 2021

04 Sep 2021

weare inthe
same cartoon.
How come the
cartoonist seems
mote fiendy
toyou?

)

05 Sep 2021




6
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Compan Lal Will aet
a Sedition section ¢

UP favmex isas
100ted as Your
Bengt fival.

s W

07 Sep 2021

In these parts, 4¢
Imvan Bhai,
oval could

turn out to
beazero.

08 Sep 2021

On Taliban the party
shoutdr’t develop

) far move
evtainty
than the
dovt.

09 Sep 2021
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PM
Birtday

Boost
(0
$PT4T - Oct 07

3 WEEK CAMPAIGN

In betwoen

(il be

observed
as usual- @

10 Sep 2021

68

If thete is @ Yepose Yate,

it is 00 high.

11 Sep 2021

Lovd, give us this
day our daity ctarity

OnWhat tohave
With bread.

12 Sep 2021

gt

Can su é(l) Tenew (M.
Even PM venels himsels,

13 Sep 2021
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NARCOTICS JHAD

Even Stone Age Woutd
produce bettet coinage.

14 Sep 2021

Those Who Tespect
m?thotog coudbe a
bit move 0vthYight on
the mythica 2

15 Sep 2021

Shou(d B-School heads
be placed and veplaced
(ike CMs 2

DIRECTOR

APPOINTMENT
IN QUESTION

16 Sep 2021

Thank Union Cabinet

fo1 big telecom Telief...
) \ %‘
o

==__2/

-.and the LOCATPOlICe for
lifting the ntetnet ban.

17 Sep 2021
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In this season Of excess,
Bad Bank shoutd Yemain
bad, no worse.

18 Sep 2021

/1 it hetps, defection
57| makes bigger news

han infection.

19 Sep 2021

SACK FIVE
VOTE BHCKMM{ 3
OF CONG RULE®

20 Sep 2021

21 Sep 2021




Entrynotims
UK-&vade oY
US-gvade 2

STATETO STATE

=

22 Sep 2021

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

23 Sep 2021

"Woman Functionary’ appears
even on Chinese TV. Shall we
delete the footage O funit 2

24 Sep 2021

N\ Give PM abroad
the 400d nelys.
World’s Largest
Democvacg Sot
abit (avaér.

N

25 Sep 2021
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Rsk the
RAssam CM
10 URGENTLY
promotea
) coopevative
society.

26 Sep 2021

72

EverY sixth pexson in
the Wor(d is an Indian.

z,

=
And every "
fiﬁ(ha ¥ “l
Chinese...
10ughY. !

27 Sep 2021

UP, PUNTAB PoLLs
[

No (ame duck,
We ave in for

a (ame Jumbo
cabinet 01 tLo.

28 Sep 2021

A new Geman
inspivation.
Might work
ationally .

29 Sep 2021
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Relax! Yourve
achieved move
certaintyin
UP than'n
Pungab.

30 Sep 2021

=) A el farm
(eadey *

C(APTAIN

% Who &s CM spent. move

time in his fatmhouse
_ than in the secretariat.

o1 Oct 2021

Next, they’(L Yush in and Out

on Januavy 30
fYom

UP, Punsab

battlefryonts.

02 Oct 2021

Py

~ Finauyback
home? ...

03 Oct 2021
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| Some Wil
J0in Police
1o frame
sedition
chavaes
and some
Judiciar
10 vevok

' the 0vders.

04 Oct 2021

Ny Ministerial
carsare

05 Oct 2021

Why fust a partial
me&gown, Lewd ?

Give us @ complete
col(@pse of al( media.

06 Oct 2021

Don’t be ¢y with

out in
aQ.

07 Oct 2021

Pe(gasus.
‘P’ are

)
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A
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Your obsetvers
Wil s00n be
nawell-
observed
U.P.

Must surely be
atecord X

09 Oct 2021

08 Oct 2021
fFeather in
m | everycep
INVESTIGATORS ST
arvot’s.
e |
—B B

\NCOME TPAx%
NARCOTICS CONTRoL

10 Oct 2021

If theve is 8 Yepose Yate,

itis £00 high.

11 Sep 2021
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Looking fov a
hybrid car?
Think twice. \

12 Oct 2021

It’s @ (Ot easiex 10 40
through such events

Lith @ straight
masked

13 Oct 2021

Hope they spate me and
name the nel structures

after nel icons.

14 Oct 2021

With some
Jet(@g.

15 Oct 2021




~J
~J

It is not the victory of
the smug over evil

16 Oct 2021
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That is the Congtess Wayanad Committee.
TYYand fOrm an Ex-Congress

Workin

Committee.

17 Oct 2021

As allays, feed the hung Y,
BY0thed.
Not the

poler-

18 Oct 2021

7 Youmade
history but
Wheveis the

19 Oct 2021
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NO Way Yyou

can detain
mi g( ant
Wovkevs?

20 Oct 2021

“"mm
- ‘ 2 ‘ |

Captain tracks audioboo
07 the Tisht noises.

21 Oct 2021

The
7 vaccine
has had
some
1eat
(%ide
effects.

22 Oct 2021

KisAN | the Wil
MORCHA) 10 handle
this

L FARMA?
Gl

M samyukt |Whereis

23 Oct 2021
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You surely vespect the
bench. Then give it a
Y00f above and don’t

24 Oct 2021

Did You ve(ax and Watch
somie cYicket?
[ntevnet was

25 Oct 2021

Even for

the Diwali
Yelease,
youw’ve

26 Oct 2021

Diwali For all. =\ |
When courts AR 7

overnment
WOTk Overtime.

27 Oct 2021
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80

Hope no
Big Brother is

feading the
big smite.

28 Oct 2021

HAPPY
Diall

29 Oct 2021

UP is building a Wor(dc(ass
stadium with a
commentary
censor

b 04

30 Oct 2021

31 Oct 2021




o1 Nov 2021
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VZZZZY ] e

Water (evels ave 1ising not
Just because wov(d (eader's
10ss COins int0 the fountain.

02 Nov 2021

—~ Abig Children’s
Day aift. Pandityi

wou(d’ve (oved

it too.

03 Nov 2021

04 Nov 2021
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UP gop

MANIPUR

T/

0

i
¢
fuel

Chiistmas &ift should
oW the Dbl gift.

05 Nov 2021

SOS fvom Climate Summit
speechwriter stuck in
(0w Visibility Dehi.

06 Nov 2021

Like Artificial mtelligence
is theve an Artificial Cave
We CBin upgvade to?

08 Nov 2021
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M]E, THE PROSECUTED

10 Nov 2021

Because farm
(@ws can’t be
NATIONAL | osscessie
EXECUTIVE /
BJP
09 Nov 2021
How s00n can
ou meta-
0Yphose

11 Nov 2021

NOW, 01 & humanitarian
Yesponse — 4ive 01 take
Ore-Fifth Of humanity.

12 Nov 2021
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“Double task as 4000 as
double mask ", Chaniakyai

must have said it soméwhere.

13 Nov 2021

84

Ratna Who in
the newty freed
India of 20205
(ed @ mass
movement
against colonial
(@us on fai, bai(

.. tYue Bhavat

and sedition.

14 Nov 2021

DELHI:
Pollution

SP! Kes:
- schools Shat

Ohno!
How do we
deve(op the
skill to dvaft
climate change
Yesolutions 2

15 Nov 2021

16 Nov 2021




Now, Will they push the
cartall the Way to
pou—bound 604 ?

17 Nov 2021
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If You can (ive
With capital

bavely visible,
ear

18 Nov 2021

U:P

LOOKk hou
the (ittle
Tﬂtufa
makes move
news than
Big U.p.

/

/

19 Nov 2021

*i indelible ink.

20 Nov 2021
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Many (L5 10 Yepeal. Woutd it help
if We have concurvent elections
fom parliament t0 panchayaf

ts 2
N

21 Nov 2021

Let trolls and their masters
8t their Words. You and me

22 Nov 2021

After “repeal’
“resigpcan’t
be fav ~
behind.

23 Nov 2021

S0 We (eave
the old

sansad saddey
B9 Wiser 2

24 Nov 2021
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WL
DDl conaresg,

25 Nov 2021

- (6}
Yo 5%

U
conlvol

26 Nov 2021

D0 spave & momment
befOte We move on s
0 pre-poll surveys. —

FAMILY

ATIONAL

;y.gmy SURVEY:
fial\
women & Children

27 Nov 2021

Don’t panic,
Dear. P?is

\ Omicyon, not
1| Yet Omni-cron.

28 Nov 2021
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An OEPOSitiO\n
that Wotks

29 Nov 2021

Weav doublqg
saf

30 Nov 2021

In the new
Par(iament
Street, you
could be
purished fo1

/g ot speeding,
%7 )

= O=

(CENTRAL
VT

o1 Dec 2021

Sowhat 2 We ave bigger

02 Dec 2021




£9)

Indiain police cain fe(@x
abit more if

\' Coast Guard
Sets simiar

powers -

03 Dec 2021

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

(77— Istheted
debooster
dose £Ov

anch?'(s ?

04 Dec 2021

Best hope is the aif itself
thickening into & mask.

05 Dec 2021

INSTANT
FARM
L AW pol(-
REPEAL fhoung

would appreciate if
the process isn’t

06 Dec 2021
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Nevet 84ain..
because

07 Dec 2021

90

<))

\

Can’t the
Opposition fust
ufter asimple word
that s trending?

08 Dec 2021

09 Dec 2021

Fov st their
o(d Wovds

10 Dec 2021




91

MOving Ouf of
hete With
One (ast
Whimper
5055i0n2

11 Dec 2021

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

~

6 Now, (ike the
best of

12 Dec 2021

NO dandet of ins ing
an oppasition that
doesn*t undevstasnd
collective

F1OM the one who
sang, £O1 Kashi, i, @ thank
Youhote for temembeting.

13 Dec 2021

14 Dec 2021
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How
come
Covyidors
are
shinking
in the
temple
of

Demo-
cracy?

)

15 Dec 2021

92

Buairdss s Vs O o 6122 M Tt

® L ]
ws MINSTER
OF
 Swie
[ ]

You can
take
Chances
Witha
Jcricket
captain.
_Mﬁll not UP’s
_ home cYowd.

16 Dec 2021

Hope you
aren't

17 Dec 2021

election.
Was Election
Commission
summoned ¢

18 Dec 2021




23

%)
SIDHU

£ {0

CAPTAIN
o«
The VUtiH& farmer

(8n ch0ose betueen
W0 ervatic Mons0ors.

/

“Inny

19 December 2021

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

20 Dec 2021

Buswess s Usuat 1 Colt For MonrTue

Travel to tech—saw?
Ben(ga(uf Uwe. Vit tudl Y

it/ 3

-

.‘5‘."‘ :
T~
.-"
A\

Z
o

21 Dec 2021

PLot (st in masterpiece
4 YeAdined i
27" sequel 2

22 Dec 2021
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23 Dec 2021

94

After &n unheard thundeting
debate, Law Minister beat
Paviiamentary Affairs Minister.

24 Dec 2021

Reoice
hen
jou
feceive

a

simple
dreetin
cavd wi-
(inked 10
Aadhaar.

25 Dec 2021

You think the
trailer Wil

24 December 2021




Rejoice

Padhaar.

25 Dec 2021

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Hope parties
stick to covid
protocol.
1 Our big asset
is an electovate
_ that s alive

and kicking,

27 Dec 2021

Business As Usual P4 Cold For 28-12-24 Mon/Tue

Having, made the Tight noises
about Bishop Tutu, everyone
back to tu-tu_Main-main?

28 Dec 2021

Business hs Usus P4 Cold 23-12-24 Wed

- Wil Home Ministy
e thirk Of the

29 Dec 2021
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[5Gy India, must
S the state call the
i tune’ Can't

30 Dec 2021

96

2022

More questions
O than anstlers,
584 0n Who Wil
7 (ead the
qu%itiﬂn

o1 Jan 2022




E.P.Unny

E. P. Unny or Ekanath Padmanabhan Unny,
is a political cartoonist in India. He is a
science graduate, has studied physics at the
University in the Indian state of Kerala. He
hails from the Ekanath Family of Elapully,
Palakkad.

His first cartoon was published in

Shankar’s Weekly in 1973. He became a pro-

Credit: Harmit Singh

fessional cartoonist in 1977 with The Hindu.
E. P. Unny has worked with the Sunday Mail, The Economic Times and
is now the Chief Political Cartoonist with The Indian Express Group.
He has drawn and written graphic novels in Malayaiam and a
travel book on Kerala—Spices and Souls: A doodler’s journey through
Kerala. He has been doing graphic shorts in Malayalam literary jour-
nals as carly as the 1990s. He has also written Santa and the Scribes:
The Making of Fort Kochi, which was published in 2014. Business as
Usual is another book which is a collection of his cartoons.
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10.22am 12-12-19

E.P. Unny, visited our campus during the first week of December
2019, stayed here for a week, interacted with our staffers and went
on sketching the campus. Some of the sketches he created during
his visit are prcscntcd in this link: Sketches b}' Unny.

(The bio of Unny, courtsey Wikipedia.)


http://river-valley.com/sketches.html

This volunteer-driven books project relies on readers like you to submit typos,
corrections, and other improvements. The contact id is
<support@sayahna.org>.
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