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Business as (un) usual

—Gokul Gopalakrishnan

The daily political newspaper cartoon is a dualistic cultural artifact.
The duaiity arises from the constant tension between its ephemer—
ality and continuity. Drawn as an immediate reaction to the day’s
news, it is transient and often overtaken by the hurried pace of the
digital news cycle. However, it is also a continuing conversation be-
tween the cartoonist and the reader, cemented by repetition, famil-
iarity and habit. Every political cartoonist who succeeds in grasping
this idea of duality ends up celebrating and integrating it into their
daiiy practice. To Unny, an ardent physics watcher, it must have
come rather naturally.

Given the liminal nature of the art form, this attempt by
Sayahna to publish an annual digital digests of Unny’s cartoons
of 2020, 2021 and 2022 appear a tad contrarian to the Einsteinian
notion of time. But for all its purposes, it remains a mcaningful ex-
ercise. With the world limping back to (a new) normal, the year
under review has been a critical one in human history. The hope,
revival and triumph of the human spirit the year fostered was un-
fortunately also accompanied by uncertainty, misery, death and
economic destruction. But for all these multitude of challenges that
necessitated new ways of thinking and resolution, there were also

familiar stories of po]icy paralysis, state apathy7 divisive politics,
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widening economic disparity and undermining of constitutional
values

Unny’s cartoons reveal how strongman leaders across the globe
cleverly reduced elementary public health emergency responses like
vaccines distribution into an appalling exercise in personal PR, but-
tressing their claims of a ‘benevolent-strong leader’, while conve-
niently sweeping systemic inequalities under the proverbial carpet.
It faithfully and meticulously records electoral processes being un-
dermined, democratic institutions being compromised and bulldoz-
ers delivering ‘instant justice’. 'Then there is the curious case of
the migrant labourer, routinely invisible to the system, but mirac-
ulously conjured back into existence when houses need to be built
and streets cleaned.

Unny dissects these dichotomies, exploring economics, policy
making, international relations, governance, and real politic. In his
inimitable style, he chooses to have a dialogue with his readers racher
than adopting a loud, ‘declamatory’, ‘hard hitting’ style that many
have come to associate with political cartooning in recent times.
Unny reminds us that there is merit in maintaining a continuing
dialogue with the reader and in forming informed opinions, facili-
tated by the spatial and discursive continuity of the daily political
cartoon. ‘The year under review’ format associated with Sayahna’s
endeavor might not capture that unhurried pace of daily conversa-
tion, but it clcarly captures the essence of the time we left behind
but continue to exist in. It records the continuity and cyclicality of
events and themes that dominate the world around us. More impor-
tantly, by digitizing and cataloguing these daily interactions with
history, this digcst providcs a useful archive, not onl}7 to students
of comic art, but to those of politics, law, economics, history and
governance as well.

But above all dear reader, you'll find in this digest what car-
toons are essentially meant to do. The WHO directive compliant

and dutifully maskcd up newspapcer boy unmasking largcr—than—
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life leaders, fledgling insticutions, extremist political ideologies and

non-democratic agendas, one cartoon at a time.
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24 Jul 2022

Theveave
many ina
| huy 7y, Your
Lovdship, to
(eap into the
(eap Year.
s

25 Jul 2022

His Lovdship stilt mans
your olice

26 Jul 2022
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N
~J

CRTERNA,
Y
AFFAIRS

PARKING,
WAITING,
7 SQUATTING -
)kau un-
' pavtiamentary,

=)

Diplomatic silence is fine
but Chanakya is still not
the fathey of ouy nation.

27 Jul 2022 28 Jul 2022

Free speech is intact.
Onty, the vocabu(ary
Supveme Court can is shfinking,.

S, Tevise decisions.
22" You can send an
anticipatoy
thank You note.

29 Jul 2022 30 Jul 2022
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il
\\‘Q

A8

UP 1o
KARNATAKA
As a practisi
ﬂ'folffawd, ;O(lsA
shou(d have
detected five.

=\ (iKs... With
a humble
\ bultdoze.

31 Jul 2022

o1 Aug 2022

—

CITIZENSPIP pryp &% s
moonenTHiiE > S2
AT - oK
Vaccinate
and
(s Vanish?
It is Amyit Kaal' Look how they
break coalition after coalition
0f Money and pouset.

02 Aug 2022

03 Aug 2022




59

Stand by £o1 the Wise Juys
Who wrGte off Ukvaine.

04 Aug 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Where is the Opposition—
in the (OWet, uppev of
the Herald House?

05 Aug 2022

06 Aug 2022

07 Aug 2022
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60

From the Ray capital, Welcome

08 Aug 2022

Meanbhile,

the free bee

fY0m Patna S
is out makin / V4
the fami(ia¥ buzz...

09 Aug 2022

10 Aug 2022

p €0 You, Siv. Stick 0
prohibition of think of 8
spivited national cocktail.

11 Aug 2022




61

Meanwhile, Would some-
one in the Congvess

end his azadi ka @
amyit kaal?

12 Aug 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Hope freedom gets
debated hatf as well
as freebies.

13 Aug 2022

Gireetings FYom
neighbouts on
exquisite
stationery
With Chinese
watevmark.

13 Aug 2022

INDIA at
Jer—=—

Wishes ils

Chvonidey
a Spoedj
yecovery

14 Aug 2022
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15 Aug 2022

62

Between the two, they'd
create better histovy than
Panditfi and Savdar Patel.

16 Aug 2022

7S
to abs(amg

17 Aug 2022

¢ Not one mote
footbal( o4 anisation.

18 Aug 2022
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Business As Usual P4 Colt For 20-08-11 Fri/Sate

Y%
!

ousmG\ T
MINISTRY

diffevence
between house,
and home, ask £g

the homeless. | M=

They are known for
theif schools. Yope Yo
did Your homework.

19 Aug 2022 20 Aug 2022

Not a Lookout
15Ue
50D S Eook-

/ down
Notice .

% PaYTY0ts ushet in the
At Keal...2

21 Aug 2022 22 Aug 2022
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64

1% Archaeotodical
] Survey of India.

23 Aug 2022

) Bea (awyer.
Theveate
court cases
on freebies
€ 10 football.

24 Aug 2022

S0, theve Will be

Sovernance of
uf

Jovernance?

25 Aug 2022

Instead of the new bold
emblematic (ions, the aovt
is folowing the provetbial

Monkeys?

26 Aug 2022




27 Aug 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

28 Aug 2022

29 Aug 2022

GRS £
This is What:;
votets do.
®(ad Tech

caught up.

MR

SAEAT 0

30 Aug 2022
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66

Giive us this amrit day
ouy daity sob!

31 Aug 2022

&ovbachev slory.

o1 Sep 2022

Wou! The govt
commandeeted
every maidan to
Pv epav e for
2024 OWYmpics?

02 Sep 2022

INS Vikvant shou(d
inspive us 10
decolonise

some move.

03 Sep 2022




6

~J

Leavn to build
aIvcvaft (avrier.
Unlearn the
aevodynamics

of bulbudl.

04 Sep 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

S0, What is the
pvo—(entve, v0-state,
protein content

Of Yyouy mid-
yx! meal?

05 Sep 2022

Retax! You

don’t have to
Yeport toan (
[ndian PM.

06 Sep 2022

You rename Ragpath
and Nitishyi stepsinwitha
o\ PNy
W his

07 Sep 2022
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A domestic
trave( line

08 Sep 2022

68

| INVEST
1N TECHCITY
||| FoY that Yainy
113id-free day

09 Sep 2022

Empire (ost.
Sedition Lal Yepeated.
Stayed el lik d.

10 Sep 2022

Wish you had more satellites

10 track Rahu( Yatra?

11 Sep 2022
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E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Rs (8L takes its cour'se,
Wil His Excellency
stick to his N
Kartavya Path?

12 Sep 2022

Chief Ministerial and
Pyime Ministexial

edit bu((on?

13 Sep 2022

T hose Who Yun Wortd’s

est party can surel
g (v?ex( meal. )

de ey

14 Sep 2022

in fhe ns'rem of -

... {0 stay till

at (edst a

cevtain

Padyatra
veaches
Kashmiv.

15 Sep 2022
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'
NP

MainY a slip, Shinde Saab,
between the chip and the (ip-

16 Sep 2022

SCO SumMmit

)‘L P J[

Itis the post-Federer
wov(d, Your Excellencies. T1Y
and make some decent history.

17 Sep 2022

The g(0be doesn’t quite W'k for You,
PrezPutin, (ike & cTystal ball.

18 Sep 2022

PM Welcomes cheetahs,
party chameleons.

19 Sep 2022




Liaht brought to
u by the Centre
and the shadow

/ by thestate.

20 Sep 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

21 Sep 2022

Theveis @ v0ad inmy

Renamie it as

22 Sep 2022

viame in every towin.

Padyatya could be
that sinau@r .
watkout tha

Yevives the '€
Oppositio

* ,
® %@
Q%b

23 Sep 2022




E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Supreme

Cgﬁft on -
hate speech ot
Securtty
Council

24 Sep 2022

72

Strategy, Madam: Before state polts,

(et Centre take Credit

o O the economy
) and closev to

Lok Sabha polls,

the states.

25 Sep 2022

26 Sep 2022

Pilot pYogect shows
Profect A=
High
Command L
mag not

27 Sep 2022
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28 Sep 2022

Like the smavt bomb
is theve & smart ban
that hits Just the target?

29 Sep 2022

30 Sep 2022

Hope Congvess contest
ets a (itTle (ess
ne-sided ~—

than Putin’s

Yefevendums.

o1 Oct 2022




E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Thought it best ot to cross
Puting’s Kavtavya Path?

02 Oct 2022

\4{ For & moment
and the dovt

opens g%ﬁ
MOBILE (ONGRESS

ou thoudht it

as pad9 1¢E]

| L/as Yeaching out

With 5G potitics.

03 Oct 2022

4assvoots
50 well.

04 Oct 2022

Ha(‘)ppg Dashami.
1dats immevsed, puppets stay.

05 Oct 2022




~J
(1

for equating accountability
With accountancy.

06 Oct 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

07 Oct 2022

Untike History,
no fun
Tewitin

EConomics.

08 Oct 2022

ALY 01 10 8(LY, 4ive Azad Saab a curfew
pass Whenever he Wants t0 practise.

09 Oct 2022
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Weakens,
the fal(
Wit( ont!

10 Oct 2022

May the symbol he (eaves
behind vemain unfrozen.

11 Oct 2022

walls (ast
ongey,
viadimiv.

12 Oct 2022

Don>t adgust your V.

Live nels fYom Kerala

at maximum
contyast.

13 Oct 2022




~
<

No One View 0n headgear.

14 Oct 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Jou cant get very far
fromDelhi. =

National
Capital is

15 Oct 2022

1 can handie this planet, Lovd.
CanYou marage the vest?

) Shall try.
Tharks.

16 Oct 2022

disbelieve hunget indexPa)
but you coutd actualy B
bum; into this Job indéx.

17 Oct 2022
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" Gugarat is
not Weakenin .On(j,
ARP is strengthening.

18 Oct 2022

Double engiine (eaves You
With this $Yncing fee(ing.

{

f
k vjaral on
e Sdase —

19 Oct 2022

Dv.Thavoot Might describe
Yoursasa

Khavgentuan
task.

20 Oct 2022

froma
migvant
Who avew
a aavden in
the desevt.

FOR INDJANS
WHo DIED
WORKING
FOR

FIEA WORLD (UP
Qa‘r_.ar 02

2

21 Oct 2022




E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

I You &ve done With
Truss fokes, 40 10 Chira
and Joke 8bOUL pevmanence.

22 Oct 2022

\ You can cite any
! AATe Medical text book
%%& (P Engish o1 Hindi.
M Supeme Court Won’t

/@/// accept selective

Cognisance.

23 Oct 2022

Back to
pous.

w
ot
i I ﬁ

/@7&“1

Those still keen t0 Watch #;
wWOv(d Cup can Folow the |
matches On out website.

24 Oct 2022

25 Oct 2022
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His priovity Yight now is
not {0 Yename \
Downing Street.

26 Oct 2022

80

THE LATEST
FROM

27 Oct 2022

Y, Let us see how
BJIP handles
this crypto-

28 Oct 2022

Wil palitics catch up With
theno Less palitical
cicket boavd?

\

29 Oct 2022




UN Condemn g
tevroy thvy

dvones

Consensus on
Unmanned

Aviation

Devices.

N2 S whatabout the

Supetmanned
one?

30 Oct 2012

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

The vintage
double engjine
is speedim&...

31 Oct 2012

The bridae ¥ ES

was builtt’ 7 & 7
well befove
Jawahat(al
became PM.

Now, aet  T¥
on With the ()
1escue ops.

o1 Nov 2022

Gveat nels fvo Brazi(
fov OOPFOSi(iOV\ watchers
Wha (ove Scrabble.

02 Nov 2022
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NNA

Didi’s tweet
comes With an
uncevtain pvico,

03 Nov 2022

National attention shifts
£vom Movbi Bridae to
your Kav(avga Pat]

04 Nov 2022

Ian Khan fg?;g 0
is ‘(QCOVQ’(! matxovwal

05 Nov 2022

Do e save the planet now 01 Whatever is (eft
Of it aftef theWar?

06 Nov 2022




83

Thark God Guavat has better
8l quAlity. Schoots double &
polling booths.

07 Nov 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

STAND BY FOR

MORE NEWS

08 Nov 2022

YOR VOTE
10x10/

09 Nov 2022

meant 10 be with ||
we, the people?

10 Nov 2022
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84

We can (ive
Without a

11 Nov 2022

*V\O( a

pol( issue.

Rssassination
Case.

12 Nov 2022

Can ) mediate
ever s0
silently?

13 Nov 2022

Meanhile,
asimple
dicti navy
that
defines
WOvds (ike
Sfreebies’...
\/

14 Nov 2022




8

A

S0 the onty double digit
numbex t0’back the doubte
en{gine cam ai(gn

is f0% quota.

15 Nov 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

What news, Twitter-

What Musk is
doin(g toyou
01 Putin to

16 Nov 2022

Putin can Wait. CanYyou
pevsuade this old
friend to
Withdvaw?

17 Nov 2022

Khavge Saab, the Whole Word
is Watching
Yyou handie
[ &2

18 Nov 2022
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86

Looks & bit (ike Rocket Science.

19 Nov 2022

PM Sunak has Yenamed
Scot(and Yavd . \

20 Nov 2022

Q- wovd
ona 1ol

21 Nov 2022

sy 70
nits

toushey
dags, EC
would have
(imited the
campaidn’s
cavbPovr(<5
fOO(P'(iV\(.

22 Nov 2022




8—

~

Retax! No danget of
India qualifying for
FIFA in & hurvy

and shaming

W

misowwi?ts.

23 Nov 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

t
SIEP fhd
\ (@) (4

24 Nov 2022

25 Nov 2022

A 41eat WAy to take on
the BJP, Khatge Saab -
With 8 Uniform Uncivil

26 Nov 2022
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What s the tatest fEEES )
0n the Sensex .
of Justice?

27 Nov 2022

838

Tharks to wor(d Cup,
heve isan
emofifov

‘upset’.

28 Nov 2022

89 all means,...

IMINISTER

29 Nov 2022

THE

18410
Un N

HE A&
A mexe Union /

Tervitoryis suddenty h
making Movenels = N7, B
than the state of Gugavat!

)

30 Nov 2022




89

move 0paque than the
Collegium. S0 you Lon’t
accept people’s verdict?

o1 Dec 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

How ma»«g voters Woud
bother t pinch 200m?

02 Dec 2022

%
Vi

Azadi ka -
amvitisn’t
exactl
bubbting.

03 Dec 2022

Mugch talk about Kashmif Fites.
Not & word about the fed tape.

04 Dec 2022
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UTTARAKn

N

PANEL OND
UNIFORN

CwiL
COoDE

(&l comes
Witha

Big Brother
-in-(aw?

05 Dec 2022

90

SR COUNTING
o Dec

Like t0
predict
— oriait.?

06 Dec 2022

—~

The questionis " -
Your diction, not
Ouy Jurisdiction.

07 Dec 2022

I 0ntY the PM had
campaigned in
themunicipal

\ PO((S...

Bad S(’(ﬁ(€§ , Naddai.

08 Dec 2022
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E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

Congratulations, Siv,
ona Supev(satuvated)
vic(ovy.

09 Dec 2022

Will the
¢ sleepwalker
e
any time
s00n?

10 Dec 2022

forget
Uniform
Civi( Code,

wh [~
common @l for | &5
double engines? | sk

11 Dec 2022

Has decisiOn—makin(g
moved fYom High
command to _~

12 Dec 2022
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Having bvokena vecord,
dor’t 40 on and on (ike &
byoken one.

13 Dec 2012

92

14 Dec 2022

The city’s
air qudli
isal vmi}%
.50 Y0u,
check the
(ove in

the aiv?

A

15 Dec 2022

M - Our
data safer

16 Dec 2022
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You’ (L be the 2024 viational

alternative to the
GuJarat .
Model...
! the house
" Ohi- Was MOving
bition2 (e

premises...

e

(heavd often
duving Emersency
Z 1915-11)

17 Dec 2022

18 Dec 2022

Welcomeback

Till the next world %P’
We practise the sport
We &ve 400d &L.

19 Dec 2022 20 Dec 2022
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94

y &

Stand by
foy

MY, Musk’s

New Yeay

dreeting...

i

)

21 Dec 2022

1 Must Wov(d’s
biggest cheetah-
OVing pav ty see

, the do& as

22 Dec 2022

MAINTAIN
SOCIAL @
DISTANCE

especially
af Yalras.

_~Needed a sound
medical vesponse
that shouldn’t
mutate intoa
potitical variant.

23 Dec 2022

Anything you vecite could be
used 8s evidence

24 Dec 2022




25 Dec 2022

E. P. Unny: Unny @ Indian Express

]
G

Q-Wo

&< =, */ J' 5
QUantine -

26 Dec 2022

L WOT\ONRL
ARCHIVES

Ministries must suvel
be sending documents
/ — Visible om? to

anti-stealth
Yadars.

27 Dec 2022

fo
o

1 aet Rahulfic Is this a fit
ibute

28 Dec 2022
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Master(Y editing. You’(l get your Welcome
Deservesa cash prize o1 Eﬂfty ind Farewel( party
better a g0l ) ut how do yo
medal. artyin-

e(w‘een?.

4

29 Dec 2022 30 Dec 2022

2877

The Year Wil be
Yemembered
o1 Pele,

M. Putin.

31 Dec 2022




E.P.Unny

E. P. Unny or Ekanath Padmanabhan Unny,
is a political cartoonist in India. He is a
science graduate, has studied physics at the
University in the Indian state of Kerala. He
hails from the Ekanath Family of Elapully,
Palakkad.

His first cartoon was published in

Shankar’s Weekly in 1973. He became a pro-

Credit: Harmit Singh

fessional cartoonist in 1977 with The Hindu.
E. P. Unny has worked with the Sunday Mail, The Economic Times and
is now the Chief Political Cartoonist with The Indian Express Group.
He has drawn and written graphic novels in Malayaiam and a
travel book on Kerala—Spices and Souls: A doodler’s journey through
Kerala. He has been doing graphic shorts in Malayalam literary jour-
nals as carly as the 1990s. He has also written Santa and the Scribes:
The Making of Fort Kochi, which was published in 2014. Business as
Usual is another book which is a collection of his cartoons.
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10.22am 12-12-19

E.P. Unny, visited our campus during the first week of December
2019, stayed here for a week, interacted with our staffers and went
on sketching the campus. Some of the sketches he created during
his visit are prcscntcd in this link: Sketches b}' Unny.

(The bio of Unny, courtsey Wikipedia.)


http://river-valley.com/sketches.html

This volunteer-driven books project relies on readers like you to submit typos,
corrections, and other improvements. The contact id is
<support@sayahna.org>.
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